Warehouse storing lithium batteries goes up in flames in France amid growing fears over their dangers | Daily Mail Online 3/2/24,1:06 PM

CLOSE PDF

Privacy Policy | Feedback Follow 22.7M Saturday, Mar 2nd 2024 1PM 59°F .+# 4PM 59°F .4 5-Day Forecast

Daily Plail News

Home | Showbiz | Femail | Royals | Sports | Health | Wellness | Science | Politics | Money | U.K. | Video | Travel | Puzzles | Shopping

Breaking News | Australia | Video | University Guide | China | Debate | Meghan Markle | Prince Harry | King Charles Ill | Weather | Most read

ADVERTISEMENT

Daily Plail.com

ADVERTISEMENT

B aR,

Warehouse storing lithium batteries
goes up in flames in France amid
growing fears over their dangers

« The warehouse in Viviez in Aveyron, France had 70 firefighters fighting the blaze
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A warehouse storing 900 tons of lithium batteries waiting to be recycled went up in flames this
afternoon, amid growing fears over their dangers
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The fire in France occurred at a storehouse in the town on Viviez in Aveyron, and residents
were told to stay indoors by authorities
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Locals were ordered to keep their doors and window closed as the thick smoke engulfed the
town. No injuries or deaths were reported
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Jean-Louis Denoit, the mayor of Viviez, called the fire 'shocking' and told French
news outlet BFMTV: 'There is indeed reason to ask questions about the function of
electric vehicles and lithium batteries.'
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More than 200 residents have lodged
objections to Statera Energy's plans to
construct the 500 megawatt facility on
fields at Rookery Farm.
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The developers have planned to 'strip the
topsoil' and build 888 full-sized shipping
containers to accommodate the
batteries, which will be surrounded by a

2.5m high steel mesh fence. DailvRatl.com

The energy firm also wants to build 37
inverter houses, three storage
containers, seven control rooms, four fire
water storage tanks, a large customer
substation and a welfare unit.

It's expected that it will take 18 months to f ¥ @ M
build the battery plant, with residents

also voicing concerns over the possibility

of 30 HGVs passing through each day.

Buckingham Tory MP Greg Smith told MailOnline that he was 'sick and tired of
agricultural land being taken from Buckinghamshire for development'.
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The fire comes amid proposals in the UK to build one of Europe's largest battery storage sites
in Buckinghamshire has been met with fierce criticism
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controversial plant would damage the
environment and 'undoubtedly affect the
mental health of the community'.

REAV IVMIVRE " TUlIy do
villagers slam plans for
900 shipping container
development next to
their homes in
Buckinghamshire
countryside

It also comes after the construction of
HS2 and their battle against a separate
2,100-acre solar farm in
Buckinghamshire.

The Rosefield Solar Farm is estimated to
power 57,000 homes and save 125,000
tonnes of carbon dioxide but
campaigners say it will destroy more
farmland and spoil the countryside
views.
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It follows confirmation that a blaze at the
Royal Courts of Justice was caused by an
e-bike battery failure earlier this month.

aily Blail .

The fire destroyed part of a ground floor
storage room and caused chaos outside
as it disrupted traffic in the Strand,
London.
f ¥y & X
The LFB said at the time: 'Whilst E-Bikes
and E-Scooters offer a great way round
the city, if the batteries become damaged or begin to fail they can start incredibly
ferocious fires.

'Lithium battery fires can spread quickly out of control, and within minutes have
started a large fire.
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battery fallure earller this month. Member of the legal profession are seen outside the Old
Bailey amid the incident
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» NYC migrant, 22, who
brazenly flipped off
bystanders outside
court when he was
arrested for attack on
Times Square police
officers is
EXONERATED after he
was mi...

Bianca's
plans to have BABIES
with Kanye has left her
family devastated:
Censori's parents 'do }
not think she should get |
pregnant’

. @3 +10

. - A - 9 W View gallery » WWE legend Tammy
© x / @CaesarTitus_ “' s — ﬁM - Sytch admits struggling
Fire crews had to check out 'multiple buildings' on Warwick Lane ;v:rt‘,?nu; :;fy::r"jz"
sentence for drink-
r—— driving crash that killed
A a 75-year-old man - and
= S says inmate...

= - » Watch the awkward
L. Ll f moment ESPN reporter
\;‘ Courtney Cronin storms
3 out of interview on
P X PRERN n | Chicago radio station:
N & A : 'Alright, f*** this'

= .
20" i » h 2 » Beheadings,
* > g i1y crucifixions and heads
y o] p g on spikes: Inside Saudi
3 \ % Arabia's 'relentless
killing spree’ of

A-' ) 1 - S ‘ medieval-style
)“% 33» : \ executions - including

e

- = &N 81 in one day - that
/ o has...

} " . , : » Missing WWII US
Marines plane found 80
= years after vanishing
during daring
|0’ O divebombing mission
against Japanese
forces: Human remains
are discovered

Frefighters with specialist gear (pictured) from three fire engines rushed to battle the blaze alongside w...
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The Genius Star XI was carrying a load of lithium-ion batteries across the Pacific Ocean, from
Vietnam to San Diego when the cargo caught on fire last December

'When these batteries are charged in communal areas or escape routes, a fire
breaking out can quickly block people's ability to escape.'

Last December, a cargo ship carrying lithium ion batteries was burning as it reached

Alaska.

The 19-strong crew managed to make it to shore with no injuries reported, according

to the US Coast Guard.

The Genius Star Xl was carrying a load of lithium-ion batteries across the Pacific
Ocean, from Vietnam to San Diego when the cargo caught on fire, the guard's Alaska

district said in a release.

The fire started on Christmas Day in cargo hold No. 1, a spokesperson for ship owner

Wisdom Marine Group said at the time.

The crew worked quickly to release carbon dioxide into the hold and sealed it over to

avoid a potential explosion.

E-scooters London France

Share or comment on this article: Warehouse storing lithium batteries goes up in
flames in France amid growing fears over their dangers
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MOST WATCHED NEWS VIDEOS

» Mother, 33, recalls
horrifying moment she
was BURNED ALIVE in
front of her four-year-
old son in agonizing
bonfire accident that
saw doctors forced to
surgically...

» Millionaire Park Slope
author says she's
grateful for open
marriage because
husband can indulge
his fondness for hurling
foul-mouthed abuse in
bed with other wo...

» Aviation experts reveal
fascinating reason why
planes are sometimes
sprayed with WATER
when they land

» Tom Brady adds a
private boat dock,
pickleball court and a
VEGETABLE PATCH to
his new $17m Miami
mega-mansion... as
build nears completion
after four years

» Paulina Porizkova, 58,
models lingerie as she
crosses her legs for the
first time in THREE
years after hip
replacement surgery

» Missing Madeline Soto
is found dead in
wooded area after
mom's boyfriend and
'prime suspect' in
disappearance 'was
seen driving with 13-
year-old girl's lifeless...

» Want to climb
Everest? Leave your
yoga tent at home!
Nepalese authorities
vow crackdown on
luxury setups clogging
up base camp

» Iris Apfel dead at 102:
Fashion icon and self-
proclaimed 'geriatric
starlet’ passed at her
home in Palm Beach,
Florida

» Wild moment climate
activist calls West
Virginia Senator Joe
Manchin a 'sick f**' to
his face - before
protestor is thrown to
the ground by security
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