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A rendering of the proposed facility, which would be located east of Highway 14, south of the Vincent Hill Station

restaurant. Courtesy.
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Acton residents expressed concern this week after learning county o7cials had, as Acton

Town Council President Jeremiah Owen put it succinctly Friday, “rescinded their rescission,”

meaning they reversed their move to receive public input over a battery-storage project being

proposed in the rural community. 

LATEST NEWS

Mark Your Calendars —  
(https://signalscv.com/2023/08/
mark-your-calendars/)
AUGUST 12, 2023

(https://signalscv.com/2023/08/mark-your-

calendars/)

The Master’s plan: Why Trent
Rickard chose to play soccer at
TMU 
(https://signalscv.com/2023/08/the-
masters-plan-why-trent-rickard-
chose-to-play-soccer-at-tmu/)
AUGUST 11, 2023

Supes mimic Houston by creating

(https://signalscv.co

m/2023/08/the-

masters-plan-why-

trent-rickard-chose-

to-play-soccer-at-

tmu/)

/fac
ebo
ok.c
om
/sig
nal
scv)

/twi
tter
.co
m/s
cvsi
gna
l)

co
m/u
ser/
stu
dio
san
tacl
arit
a)

tagr
am.
co
m/s
ign
alsc
v)

! " # $

 (https://signalscv.com/)

Santa Clarita Valley's #1 Local News Source

#

SUBSCRIBE MORNING RUNDOWN E-EDITION EVENT CALENDAR CONTACT US ADVERTISE CLASSIFIED ADS OBITUARIES

HOME NEWS $ SPORTS $ BUSINESS $ COMMUNITY $ FOOD & ENTERTAINMENT $ EVENT CALENDAR $ PRESS RELEASES OPINION $

VIDEO + PODCASTS $ SPECIAL SECTIONS CANYON COUNTRY MAGAZINE SUNDAY SIGNAL $ SCV RADIO $

https://signalscv.com/author/perrysmith/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssliqk4Tx3MAFmNE9PGYyrunxedUODpbqX9AXyKruZVe_P1kahyPa1yFQxqfKj0WXDblVKgSfX4-dfaX4dYSYjGT8QsxVQG4nOvQ8mJanqgWMiW2jaBicyJvSJmAAzmvQScBfCHbFvrHb-vtsNPajl3bpnQNOw2zO4vxZ91dJNi17vf_d_qhoqA3lH0rYjemAQgSJRWJtFv1d7Rxmbrx8nSFpVz77c0PkFeMgRlD3DK9fVhbAlqA4LvZt6C4n9iS1cUSYd-ok-Q3j8hoP_Tc1XqmiPfHAV0eqsaDwMzTvSIFIszv6ILgR9x4CdMCYaWRcxaXTn6L-yDjf5rtVZN2u-U_UBQkw&sai=AMfl-YRaV12SxYuzhgus8K7XgsNCF4m1z9WafzNaFLzy34GyrAkPkf-fBMVTtYMGqGiyi7JthGyMz37Hwhbpvr_67KcRJaip4MFjMldRiz1UDZaJq8kUybQZ2aFUJ9JRGfOLaIAU5BkU3DlHVBBgsJA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEZZJDP28noN&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.burrtec.com/SCV/
https://signalscv.com/2023/08/mark-your-calendars/
https://signalscv.com/2023/08/mark-your-calendars/
https://signalscv.com/2023/08/the-masters-plan-why-trent-rickard-chose-to-play-soccer-at-tmu/
https://signalscv.com/2023/08/supes-mimic-houston-by-creating-regional-governance-on-homelessness/
https://signalscv.com/2023/08/the-masters-plan-why-trent-rickard-chose-to-play-soccer-at-tmu/
https://signalscv.com/2023/08/supes-mimic-houston-by-creating-regional-governance-on-homelessness/
https://facebook.com/signalscv
https://twitter.com/scvsignal
https://youtube.com/user/studiosantaclarita
https://instagram.com/signalscv
https://signalscv.com/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsufGMWOpJwXAr2dkBQsUXm5RRkF13TLCqAaG_L6_wnmflgHJNUF3HxCOaHvhJBXHnidYkeT1Jpq8JjK_rGQasy9Qv7oolUronvm-ZKRj9hvtBPaRRRDna2gXdZoIud6M1jlQprQnMhATZZBPRwfhxYZbziCkuWKetDtcR_5aQeIbxNV2xhXRhytUz5yFNEzVT3aCeZMC9DTCccY3IFm2YBo5NU0MZVYgpKA2cHQfx_DGmmZl6sJxKGoST5J9MzBGG7frEvrEstK7pUxdVGzqvbepC1DkZ3j0ej-mqzUdK7gRqYJq7DgxbK0WrSWPrOzuHrzKRI-54Qx&sai=AMfl-YRkOfm6S2-3kC6t6XLpq22vjAJIYX7UVphdQ3YRJEWSNSabmnlFusLJ8oci8Q1HnX9p3at7xDLDiNxpeqxxvwrUZ1RplwnJq_0YceF-bV18FZxkNJCC1cVE2-5xJeo9oTodhrt9cIqQXfA9iYo&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEHZLZ8dsu9T&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.carouselranch.org/heart-of-the-west&nm=1&nx=242&ny=52&mb=1&clkt=195
https://signalscv.com/subscribe
https://signalscv.com/morning-rundown/
https://signalscv.com/e-edition/
https://signalscv.com/calendar
https://signalscv.com/contact/
https://signalscv.com/advertise/
https://classifieds.signalscv.com/view-listings/
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/signalscv/
https://signalscv.com/
https://signalscv.com/news/
https://signalscv.com/sports/
https://signalscv.com/business/
https://signalscv.com/category/community/
https://signalscv.com/category/food-entertainment/
https://signalscv.com/calendar/
https://signalscv.com/community/press-releases/
https://signalscv.com/opinion/
https://signalscv.com/video/
https://signalscv.com/special-sections/
https://signalscv.com/canyoncountrymagazine/
https://signalscv.com/sunday/
https://signalscv.com/category/scv-radio/
deboraheodell
Typewritten Text
CLOSE PDF

deboraheodell
Typewritten Text

deboraheodell
Typewritten Text

http://acton-bess-opposition-petition.actontakesaction.org/ata-resources-media-coverage-page-01.html


8/12/23, 3(37 PMActon residents upset BESS concerns being ignored 

Page 2 of 6https://signalscv.com/2023/08/acton-residents-upset-bess-concerns-being-ignored/

The project is now expected to be approved through a ministerial site-plan review, according to

a letter from county o7cials, not through the conditional-use permit process that would require

a public hearing. 

Acton resident Ruthie Brock, representing a community group called Acton Takes Action, sent

a letter Thursday to express residents’ concerns over the Hecate Humidor Battery Energy

Storage System, or BESS. Her group includes hundreds of local residents opposed to the plan. 

“What is the rush to do this?” Owen said, “Especially when we know that the community is

overwhelmingly not in favor of this. We can’t see a community benePt and nexus there, and

there’s a high Pre risk.” 

County o7cials from 5th District Supervisor Kathryn Barger’s o7ce, who represents the Santa

Clarita and Antelope valleys, shared an Aug. 1 letter from the L.A. County Department of

Regional Planning, which explained the latest decision had to do with the project’s

classiPcation.  

They also said that the project helps Pll an increased need for utility-scale energy battery

storage systems to improve grid stability throughout the state. 

The county decided the nonpublic site-plan review route was appropriate because the project’s

applicants argued the facility was meant to be a distribution facility; whereas the Town Council

was arguing the 400-megawatt station should be considered a transmission facility, which

could have prompted the review. 

“Hecate Grid is developing the Humidor BESS Project on approximately 15 acres,” according to

the company’s website. “The site is conveniently located less than 3,500 feet from an existing

Southern California Edison (SCE) substation, allowing for cost-effective interconnection and

operation.” 

In a phone interview on Friday, Owen mentioned a number of concerns he has about the

project, saying there’s no real local service benePt, the facility’s purpose is being

mischaracterized to expedite the approval process and there should be a public discussion of

the community’s concerns.  

The county’s decision to consider the facility’s permit requests using its ministerial review

process negates the public getting a chance to air its concerns and hear its questions

answered, Owen said. 
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A spokesman for Hecate was not immediately available Friday to answer questions. Owen said

the council has yet to hear from anyone from the project regarding community outreach, and

more opportunity for dialogue has been the council’s primary request. 

Acton residents Prst drew the county’s attention with their concerns for the project in June.

Owen said the council’s June 5 meeting drew about 200 residents, and the council usually gets

a crowd of about 10-15. 

Brock shared Ples Friday that indicated the community effort managed to gather more than

1,700 signatures for a protest petition from people throughout both valleys. 

“We do not believe that a ministerial review is adequate for approving a BESS that would be

storing and transmitting millions of watts of energy and utilizing lithium-ion batteries to

accomplish this,” Brock wrote. “In addition, this project is proposed in a designated Very High

Fire Hazard Area in extreme proximity to ranch homes, Metro rail tracks and the busy State

Route 14. It also sits over the Acton Water Basin, on the border of the designated SEA, and

beside the San Andreas Fault.” 

Owen also was frustrated that the council was notiPed of its decision while residents were still

waiting for a report Barger requested with a June 6 motion

(https://drive.google.com/Ple/d/1hNREoRKxFyP88enh886wLTz6RVVwlErO/view) that was

authored in response over residents’ concerns about the proliferation of the projects. 

The motion called for: a description of all current projects in the area; a description of

anticipated or known BESS pending applications; an analysis of key equity indicators and

considerations in areas where projects are already permitted; and “recommendations to

bolster the county’s review authority, including opportunities to streamline in conjunction with

state energy goals with an aim to avoid overconcentration of BESS projects.” 

The reports Barger requested in June were not yet available as of this story’s publication. 

A county o7cial from L.A. County Planning was not immediately available Friday to provide an

update with information on when the project may receive word on the status of its site-plan

review.  
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