Huge explosion ‘fuelled by EV batteries’ rips through airport killing boy, 15, & injuring 163 in blast felt for 20 miles 10/1/23, 9:45 AM
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A BOY of 15 has been killed after a giant explosion feared to have been triggered by detonating
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The blast sent a huge fireball into the air Credit: East2West
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A boy, 15, died in the wake of the blast Credit: east2west

Shocking footage shows the explosion at 2.43am local time, which caused damage to hundreds of
houses and other buildings over a vast area.

Batteries for electric cars exploded at the airport warehouse, it is understood.

Dozens of ambulances ferries the wounded to hospitals and at least five children suffered wounds
from shattered glass.

A 15-year-old boy died after a frame collapsed on his head due to the explosion.

It is unclear how many people were in the warehouse when it exploded.

Initial reports suggested a plane crash, forcing authorities in the ex-Soviet state to deny this was
the cause of the thunderous explosion that shook much of the city.

The Uzbek Interior Ministry later claimed lightning struck a warehouse where electric cars and bat-
teries were stored, sparking the blast and fire.

But there were later doubts that lightning had been a factor in the explosion.
There are suspicions explosives were also present in the Inter Logistics LLC warehouse given the

scale of the blast, but this was officially denied.
Sixteen separate fire teams rushed to battle the enormous blaze which covered more than 32,000
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square feet.

The blast wave was felt by residents of Nurafshan, a town south of Tashkent, some 20 miles from
the epicentre of the explosion.

The Uzbek Emergencies Ministry said: “In some social media, fake news spread that the incident in
the Sergeli district was a result of a plane crash. This is an absolute lie."

The ministry later said it was working to establish full details of the cause of the explosion.

Flights at the nearby Tashkent airport were reportedly not impacted by the explosion and inferno.
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It is feared the blast was triggered by detonating electric car batteries Credit: east2west
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At least 163 people were injured in the blast Credit: east2west
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s Samuel Howie 3dago

Even though this didn't happen in the U.S., how many apartment buildings in big cities have parking garages underneath th
em. We've already had E-bikes batteries catch fire in apartment buildings.
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ﬂ?‘ Slayer of Soyhands 3d ago
| thought the effects of lithium batteries were environmently friendly compared to oil...that fire says otherwise...
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